
Minutes of the meeting of Burton Green Parish Council
Held on Monday 16th January 2Ot7 at 7.30pm

At Burton Green Village Hall

Cllrs present: Cllr Ray Watkin (Acting Chair)

Cllr Archie Taylor
Cllr John Vine
Cllr Alan Marshall
Cllr Tom Leeson

ln attendance: Cllr George lllingworth
Paul Knight (Clerk)

10 members of the public were present

Cllr John Whitehouse was unable to attend the meeting and had offered his apologies

tltT Apologies for absence
RESOLVED: Cllr Andy Gibbs and Caryll Green had offered their apologies for the

meeting and these were accepted.

2lfl Declarations of interest
None Received.

tlLT Minutes of previous meeting
RESOLVED: Subject to a minor change to the minutes to reflect that Cllr Vine did not

leave the room during the discussion on 169/16, but refrained from taking part in the
discussion and the decision reached, the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 21't
November 20L6, having been circulated and read, be signed as a correct record.

4lL7 Community reports
4.7 County Councillor Kenilworth Abbey - No report received although Cllr Whitehouse had

provided comments on speeding issues at Crackley Lane and Bockendon Road which are
covered under a later agenda item.

4.2 District Councillors - Cllr lllingworth advised the Council of his perception that the HS2

organisation were in some confusion over how to progress the project. He advised the Council
to ensure it responded to a current consultation regarding the Community lnfrastructure Level
or CIL and more specifically that the district split on CIL rates applicable to each square metre of
housing development be scrutinised for correctness.

RESOLVED: That Councillors form a working group to provide a response to the CIL

consultation.
Finally, he reported his intention to attend the Coventry Local Plan meeting scheduled for the
following day and advised that he considered the Parish Council response was excellent,

4.3 Burton Green C of E Primary School - Nothing to report.
4.4 Burton Green Village Hall Committee - with Standing Orders suspended Cheryl advised Cllrs

that at a recent meeting with representatives of HS2 the Committee had been instructed to
seek planning permission for the new village hall by the summer of this year even though they
had stillto approve their plans. ln light of this the Committee will recommence meetings with
the various experts involved and seek to establish costings for utility connections.

4.5 Burton Green Residents'Association - with Standing Orders suspended Rona reported that the
"Santa" arrangements during the run up to Christmas had been a success with soup dispensed



from the village hall helping to bring charitable donations up to about f 1000. Councillors were
advised that a letter of apology had been received from Severn Trent regarding poor
communications with residents suffering water supply issues over the Christmas period, and
that speed stickers for refuse bins were being circulated to residents. The parish Council were
also informed that the history group are likely to request funding towards the renovation of the
bus shelterformer air warden shelter on Red Lane.4'6 Kenilworth Greenway Trust - Ross Mcclean reported that the works to ensure the safety of
the bridge was ongoing.

4'7 Warwick University - with Standing Orders reinstated the Chair advised of his intention to
attend a university degree ceremony and urged other councillors to attend.

5lt7 publicparticipation

with Standing orders suspended David stableforth, chair of Berkswell scouts advised the
Parish Council on progress made towards raising the f400,000 needed for a new scout house.
with generous donations from large numbers of sources about 15% of thefunding had been
secured, which was sufficient to enable the procurement process to commence. He explained
that he was now fairly confident that the money needed would be raised in full.

6117 Red Lane play Area
with standing orders restored the clerk reported that no further instances of dog fouling had
been seen' Councillors discussed the merits of constructing a fence along the open side of theplayground in order to keep dogs off leads out of the playground and so that entry to the
playground was through a gate next to which a dog exclusion sign would be displayed. The
clerk had found a contractor that had quoted f720 plus VAT to construct a suitable fence.

RESoLVED: Councillors unanimously agreed to the construction of a fence designed toprovide a more visible and effective dog exclusion zone, and the Clerk was instructed to
proceed with its construction.

Tltt Hs2

councillor lllingworth reported to councillors that warwick District council had been advised to
expect over 100 planning applications from HS2, and that council planners main concern was
that they would have only ten days in which to formulate a response. The district council hopes
to get clarification on these matters at a forthcoming meeting with HS2 representatives on 1,t
February. cllr lllingworth added that he was still unclear about whether temporary works
associated with construction would need planning permission as they may exist for only 5years' Councillors discussed setting up a sub group capable of providing a parish council
response to these applications within 10 days. The forthcoming noise demonstration was
discussed - it is understood that residents living within one kilometre of the track would be
invited.

8ll7 Housing
8.1 Coventry Local plan

councillors were advised that a meeting to discuss the coventry Local plan was planned for the
17th February - the outcome would be reported to the next meeting.8.2 Warwick Local plan

cllr lllingworth advised that the lnspector had deemed the current Local plan to be unsound
and in need of modification but that he had yet to advise planners what changes were needed!
The district council expect the lnspector to provide answers in due course but it will be the
summer at least before a ,,sound,, 

Local plan is established.8.3 Solihull Local plan - Consultation Response



The Chair advised that the transport implications of multi developments, including the 800
houses proposed at Barretts Lane Farm, were the key issue for the area.

RESOLVED: The Chair will draft bullet points for circulation and submit an agreed
response in accordance with the delegated powers procedure.

9lt7 - Burton Green Village and Neighbourhood Design Statement Steering Group
Councillor Watkin advised that at an initial meeting on 9th December the group had considered
advice from the Countryside Commission on how the Village Design Statement Process would
work to influence plans for current and future housing. The aim would be to ensure an holistic
approach with buy in from local residents and with membership including representatives from
the Parish Council, the school, Village Hall, Residents'Association, Hickory Smokehouse, etc. He

also announced that the official launch of the Group would take place at the village hall on 6th
February. The Group would circulate a leaflet advertising the event.

RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously agreed that the printing cost associated with
producing the leaflet and the cost of hiring the village hall would be covered by the Parish
Council.

LOILT Website - no report received, Councillor Leeson will take forward the development of the
website.

LllLT Speed Limits
11.1 Crackley Lane and Bockendon Road

The Clerk advised councillors of a notification from Councillor Whitehouse that he and
Councillor Shilton (Kenilworth Park Hill) had agreed to jointly sponsor a speed limit review of
Crackley Lane and Bockendon Road. lt was reported that they had discussed this with the
relevant WCC officer, the work has been assigned, and that he would be able to report further
at the next meeting.

L7.2 The Junction of Hodgetts Lane and Waste Lane

As yet, no response has been received from Solihull MBC about the Hodgetts Lane and Waste
Lane junction.

L2lt7 SevernTrent
Councillor Leeson advised Councillors of his experience of days without water over the
Christmas period and poor communication issues with Severn Trent for which apologies had
been received from a regional manager. He had been advised that problems with the electricity
supply were a cause of the problem. During the conversation Cllr lllingworth suggested that it
could be worthwhile for the council to liaise with The Water Officer at Leamington Fire and
Rescue to establish if they were aware of the water situation in Burton Green should that
impact any fire appliance call out to the area.

RESOLVED: Cllrs agreed that Cllr Leeson open up a liaison with Fire and Rescue to
establish the potential impact on fire safety operations of a lack of water in Burton Green.

L3lL7 Finance:
13.1 To receive reconciliation and budget analysis to 31st December 2016 and a summary of the

financial position.
Carried forward to the next meeting.

13.2 To consider and agree circulated budget and set precept
The spreadsheet attached to these minutes with proposed budgets against all relevant cost
codes was considered and a precept off18451 for2077/78 was agreed.

RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously agreed for the Clerk to notify Warwick District
Council of the precept of f18451 for 2017 lL8.



13.3

13.4

13.5

To consider appointment of an Internal Auditor for 20t6l2O!7
RESOLVED: it was resolved to appoint Louise Best as the lnternal Auditor

To consider and agree funding towards the construction of a Scout House for Coventry 53'd
(Berkswell) Scout Group

RESOLVED: To award a grant of f750 to Berkswell Scout Group

L4lt7 Communications
t4.L To consider and agree to participate in the World War l commemoration in 2018.

RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously agreed to the parish council participating in the
commemoration.

14.2 To consider nominating the Chair plus 1to attend the Royal Garden Party on 15th May 2017:
RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously agreed to nominate Cllr John Vine plus one to

attend the Royal Garden Party

15117 Councillo/s reports and items for future Agenda: Councillors discussed the need for the Parish
Council to consider emergency planning and the updating of the risk assessment. Cllr
lllingworth expressed his concerns about flooding in Burton Green and the need to account for
the effect of future development on the increasing volume of water in Canley Brook.

tGlLT Training: no report - the clerk and Cllr Gibbs will be attending training on end of year accounts
on the 2L't January and the Clerk begins his CILCA training on Wednesday 25th January. The
Clerk urged councillors to review the WALC training list which has been circulated and let him
know of any training requirements.

LTlLl Planning:
L7.7 PRE/15/0154 - Land at Westwood Heath Road, Warwick - Request for a screening and scoping

opinion under the EIA regulations relating to a development of up to 610 dwellings, a local

centre (Use Classes A1-A5) and medical centre (use class D1) associated access, car parking,

landscaping and open space. Objection logged.
17 .2 W /1,6/t974 - Land to the South of University of Warwick Sports Hub, Scarman Road, Coventry,

CV4 7AL Applicant: University of Warwick - Engineering operations involving importation and
grading of ground material resulting in level changes. No objection logged.

17.3 Wl76l2l7t - Highfield, Red Lane, Burton Green, Kenilworth, CV81PD - Prior Notification for
larger home extension for the erection of rear single storey flat roof extension. No objection
logged.

RESOLVED: lt was resolved that the tollowing accounts be approved tor
Creditor Purpose Total(f)
WALC End of Year Finances training 30.00
Paul Knieht Salary December 2016 219.06
Paul Knieht Refund of HMRC oavment - December deduction 145.60
WCC Pension Fund Emplover Contribution - December 2016 85.28
WCC Pension Fund Emolovee Contribution - December 2016 21.22
Pau Knieht Salary January 2017 237.77
Pau Knieht Refund of HMRC payment - January deduction 1s8.80
Pau Knieht Employer Contribution - January 2017 92.74
Pau Knieht Emplovee Contribution - Januarv 2017 23.08
Pau Knight Expenses and office costs - December/January 155.39
1&1 lnternet Ltd Oneoine commitment to website suooort 52.63
Paul Knight Refund of HMRC payment - January deduction 1s8.80



t7 .4 W /L6/2L82 - University of Warwick, University of Warwick, Gibbet Hill Road, Coventry -

Proposed artificial sports pitch, lighting columns and associated lighting fixtures, boundary and
pitch fencing, maintenance equipment store and hardstanding pathway. No objection logged.

L7.5 W/LG12737 - University of Warwick, Gibbet Hill Road, Coventry - General refurbishment of
Radcliffe House with full replacement of existing external windows and doors, gutters, fascia's
and rainwater pipes. To also include replacement of existing AHU's in roof void and install new
AHU's with penthouse louvres added to the roof plane for exhaust air purposes. No objection
logged.

17.6 W/L6/216L - "Land adjacent to Scarman Road and Whitefield Coppice, University of Warwick,
Coventry, CV4 7AL" - Application for variation of a condition 2 of planning permission
W/rc/LA89 to amend approved plans. No objection logged.

L7.7 Wh6l22!3 - 201 Cromwell Lane, Burton Green, Kenilworth, CV8 LPN - single storey rear
extension. No objection logged.

18. Date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Monday 20th February 2077 at 7.3opm
at Burton Green Village Hall.

osed at 9:35pm

Date ..

The



BURTON GREEN PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET 2OL7.L8

Approved

L6lOtlzOLT

f PAYMENTS

Advertising

Audit expenses

Capital (equipment purchase)

Clerks salary

Clerk tax deds to HMRC

Clerks superannuation (emp conts)

Clerk - office allow and internet

Election fees

Grants (s137)

Hire of rooms for meetings

H52

lnsurance

Legal/professional fees

Neighbourhood Plan

Office equipment

Parish Plan

Payroll

Play Area - Red Lane

Stationary postage etc

Publications books

Subscriptions

Training

Travel expenses (Cllrs)

Travel expenses (Clerk)

Unforseen exp/misc

VAT

Website

Total

Reserves

HS2

lncome

interest

Other

[0.00
f200.00

f2,2O0,OO

f4,495.00

f2,558.00

f3s0.00
f0.00

€1,000.00

f300.00

f0.00
f350.00

f0.00
f3,000.00

€500.00

f0.00
f70.00

€800.00

f20.00

f,50.00

f3s0.00

f 1,250.00

f250.00

fs00.00
€0.00

f100.00

€200.00

€18,543.00

fls.00
f,L77.OO

f192.00

€18,543.00

f192.00

f 18,451.00

0f0.00

Precept



THE RESPONSE OF THE BURTON GREEN PARISH COUNCIL TO THE SOLIHULL LOCAT PLAN REVIEW.

lntroduction

Although as a neighbouring Parish Council, we do not have the detailed knowledge to respond fully

to the draft Solihull Local Plan and although we recognise that the consultation is above all for the

people of Solihull, we do have some concerns. The building of 1150 extra houses at Barratts Farm,

Windmill Lane and Frog Lane, plus another 65 next to the surgery in Hallmeadow Road, significantly

diminishes the openness and the Green Belt in this valued rural area. We are especially anxious

about the consequences of these developments on our road infrastructure and we are unsure

whether the Council will effectively manage travel demand and reduce congestion in our area.

Questions 14 and 15. Does the Local Plan have the right number of houses and the right

locations?

The Parish Council cannot specifically comment on these questions but we can make general

observations. The housing developments in Berkswell and Balsall Common are iust the tip of the

iceberg for the residents of Burton Green. As well as the 1,215 houses on our border with Solihull,

we are also contending with 90 houses at the Burrow Hill Nursery in Red Lane,240 houses in

Cromwell Lane, near to the railway station and in the MeridenGap, and 425 at Westwood Heath

Road. The Cromwell Lane development borders Solihull while the other two developments are

within a few hundred metres of Solihull. ln total, L,970 houses are proposed to be built in a

supposedly rural area and on green belt. Having participated in both the Coventry Local Plan and the

Warwick District Local Plan, it is clear that there has been insufficient cross border cooperation

between planners who have not considered the cumulative impact of their proposals.

Consequently this Council believes that the number of houses in these combined proposals is

excessive and impacts too severely on Burton Green,

We are not in a position to assess the appropriateness of the locations but we are concerned with

the development at Barratts Farm. We note that this development covers more hectares, 57, than

any other development in Solihull and stretches from Waste Lane to Station Avenue. As well as

impacting severely on the landscape, it affects the Greenway which is a treasured amenity, not only

for residents in Burton Green, Berkswell and Kenilworth, but forthose further afield. Walkers and

cyclists will now have to contend with HS2 on one side and a housing estate of 800 houses on the

other. The sense of well-being which the Greenway brings will be further tarnished by this

development.

Maintaining the integrity of the Green Belt and protecting and enhancing the environment.

We applaud the vision of the Council in its approach to the Green Belt and we fully support the

statement in the Local Plan that Solihull will continue to be Urbs in Rure, "without compromising the

quality of its environment, protecting the integrity of the Green Belt and retaining the strotegic gop

between the Birmingham conurbation ond Coventry." (p28) Such statements complement those of

Sadj Javid, the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, who renewed the

Government's Manifesto commitment to the Green Belt in its White Paper on Housing, February 7th,

2017. However visions can be defined as dreams and that seems to be the substance of the
proposals in the Local Plan because they fail completely to fulfil their objectives, The environment

and the Green Belt are not protected; they are undermined and damaged. To pretend otherwise is

dishonest. We recognise that the Green Belt can be altered in exceptional circumstances, when the

overriding need for development outweighs the loss, but we do not have sufficient knowledge of the

housing situation in Solihull to challenge the proposals. We hope that they are in accordance with



the new Housing White Paper where the exceptional test is one of last resort and where, according

to Sadj Javid, the rules are sacrosanct.

Managing travel demand and reducing congestion.

This Parish Councilsupportsthe position of theSolihullCouncilin managingtraveldemand and

reducing congestion and we are especially relieved that the Council is unlikely to support

developments where impacts of development are severe and where they will result in reductions of
safety. (p86) At this present time, there is a greater volume of traffic than ever before in Burton

Green. Congestion is especially bad in the peak am period between 8-00am and 9-00am. where
queues over 300 metres are not uncommon in Cromwell Lane as drivers approach the Westwood

Heath junction. The problem is caused by the increased numbers from Banner Lane since the
building of a bridge over the WCML and those from the direction of Berkswell and Balsall Common.

ln the Coventry Local Plan Modelling Report, January, 2015, it was acknowledged that the
Westwood Heath junction had a ratio of volume to capacity (RFC) of over -85 which signifies that it
has congestion problems. lndeed the figure of 1-11 is higher than any other junction in the area.

The planning fraternity from Coventry and Warwick District, desperate to get their Local Plans

accepted, believe that the situation will not be too adversely affected by the developments at

Cromwell Lane of 240 houses plus another 425 at Westwood Heath and 90 at Red Lane. lt may well

be, however, that the lnspector, Rebecca Phillips does not share their optimism, especially as the
planners admitted that their transport model did not take into account any increased traffic from

the Solihull direction which could result from the revised Local Plan. Although many new residents in

Berkswell and Balsall Common may head for Jaguar Land Rover, it is difficult to believe that a large

number will not head to the growth area of Coventry South where, for example the University

campus is less than a 10 minute drive in normal time. As expressed previously, planners have failed

to take into account the cumulative impact of cross border developments and in the case of Burton

Green seem reluctant to accept the problem of congestion. The situation will be made worse by HS2

construction traffic. On no account should housing developments take place at the same time and in

the same location as HS2 or else roads in Berkswell and Balsall Common willface enormous
pressures.

[t is almost certain that major road developments will affect Burton Green, Berkswell and Balsall

Common. lt seems that the idea of a bypass for the Kenilworth Road will be revisited (p81) which will
perhaps result in a road linking up with the development at Barratts Farm. More importantly for our

residents, a major road will pass through Burton Green and Berkswell towards the 4452. This "third
phase road" has been touched upon in the sessions with the lnspectors and planners in both the
Warwick District and Coventry but as yet no details have been given. We recognise that further
scoping/feasibility work /cost benefits need to be undertaken (p86) but we believe as a matter of
urgency that the line of this route should be announced. lt should not be put on the back burner

and considered 'through the loter stoges of the review" but should be in the public domain now.

How can we assess the impacts of the developments on our roads when we are denied crucial

information? This undemocratic approach to planning rightly provoked much anger and criticism

before the lnspector at the Coventry Council House.

The first duty of Councillors is to make sure that our roads are safe. There can be no doubt that our

roads will have to cope with more motorists than ever before and it is important that planners

anticipate the problems. We are especially concerned with the condition of Hob Lane. lt is almost

inevitable, with the development at Windmill Lane, that more motorists will make their way along

this narrow lane with dangerous bends, past our village school and into Cromwell Lane Already there
have been accidents on the bend near Moat Farm and this stretch of road is especially dangerous in



icy conditions, despite the lane being gritted. A similar dangerous situation exists at the junction of

Hodgetts Lane with Waste/ Nailcote Lane. This Parish Council has in recent months alerted Solihull

Highways to the inherent dangers of these two locations and with increased numbers, perhaps from

Barratts Farm, an effective solution needs to be found. We sympathise with Highways at the present

time as funds are in such short supply but we hope that a small part of the considerable revenue

accumulated from developers will be used to overcome the problems at these two dangerous

locations.

Conclusion

1) The Parish Council believes that the building of L,970 houses in Burton Green and the

surrounding area wi[[ have a significant impact on our rura[ character and we are

disappointed in the failure of planners to establish effective cross border cooperation and to

properly assess the cumulative impact of the housing developments'

2l On no account should housing developments take place at the same time and in the same

location as HS2.

3) We applaud the vision of Solihull Council in the draft document but we are less impressed

with the realities of their approach. The environment and the Green Belt will be forever

undermined and damaged.

4) We doubt whether the road infrastructure will cope with the cumulative impact of housing

developments which planners seem ready to ignore. Congestion will be considerable,

undermining our village status.

5) We consider that the major road to the A452 should be identified as a matter of urgency and

that the difficulties in Hob Lane and Waste Lane should be resolved.

Archie Taylor, Chair of Burton Green Parish Council.


