
Minutes of the meeting of Burton Green Parish Council
Held on Monday 20th March 2Ot7 at 7.30pm

At Burton Green Village Hall

Cllrs present: Cllr Tracey Grant (Acting Chair)

Cllr Ray Watkin
Cllr Archie Taylor
Cllr John Vine
Cllr Alan Marshall
Cllr Andy Gibbs
Cllr Caryll Green

Cllr John Whitehouse (WCC) (from 7:45)
Cllr Rowena Hill(WDC)
Cllr George lllingworth (WDC)

Cllr Michael Coker (WDC) (from 8:05)
Cllr Skinner (Coventry City Council)
Paul Knight (Clerk)

19 members of the public were present

ln attendance:

37117 Apologies for absence
RESOLVED: Cllr Tom Leeson had offered his apologies for the meeting and these were

accepted.

381L7 Declarations of interest
None Received.

391L7 Minutes of previous meeting
RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 20th February 2017, having

been circulated and read, be signed as a correct record.

40117 Community reports
40.1 County Councillor Kenilworth Abbey - Cllr Whitehouse reported on recent progress towards

achieving safer speed limits for Crackley Lane and Bockendon Road. After some discussion and
feedback from a number of councillors it was concluded that 50 mph repeater signs were
overkill and to focus safety measures at key hotspots along the road by using additional
chevrons, edge markings and voluntary 30mph signs. Cllr Whitehouse thanked Cllrs for much
valued feedback.

40.2 District Councillors - Cllr lllingworth advised councillors that after years of zero increases in
Council Tax that an above inflation settlement will be applied this year. Andrew Mobbs had

been elected Leader and Jayne Knight was in the last phase of her year as Chair and had
particularly enjoyed visiting parishes. He reported that the first pre-app meeting with
representatives of HS2 had been held and these were mostly concerned with ecology matters.
The contract for managing the sports facilities across the district had been awarded and will
commence in June. The District Council retained ownership but operational management
would be entirely in the hands of the new contractors. Cllr Hill reported on the recent meeting
of the Clinical Commissioning Group.

40.3 Burton Green C of E Primary School - Councillor Watkin reported that interviews for the new
Head would take place in the coming week, and that the school was,considering the
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implications arising from the Westwood Heath Housing development and the significant

increase in the population of Burton Green this and other developments would bring,

40.4 Burton Green Village Hall Committee - with Standing Orders suspended Cheryl advised Cllrs

that HS2 intend that the application for a new village hall be submitted in the early summer.

The planning officer, Debbie Prince, plus other experts, would be hosting a drop in session on

the plans in the next few weeks with the intention of addressing building orientation and

neighbour concerns. Councillors were advised that a horse racing evening was planned for the

village hall on the 1't April.
40.5 Burton Green Residents'Association - with Standing Orders suspended Rona advised that 31

bags of litter had been collected by volunteers on the recent village litter pick. A request was

made for the Parish Council to consider carrying out repairs to the air raid/bus shelter and to
put this on the agenda for a future meeting. The Council were advised of the intention to apply

for f300 of funding for the Bugle - an application is expected. A lunch is planned for 31't March

for retired residents - f3.50 for a meal and a glass of wine. A new female PC had been

appointed to cover the area and will attend the next Residents' Association meeting, and

followinga vote by ll residents Red Lane had been assigned as a police prioritytargetingthe
prevention of burglaries and anti-social parking.

40.6 Kenilworth Greenway Trust - Ross Mclean reported on plans to secure the safety of the
former railway bridge; recent acts of vandalism to signs, County parks are to prioritise repairs,

and the intention of County Parks to carry out repairs to fencing along the Greenway. lt was

reported that Ross had intervened with some 15/16 year olds who were committing the

vandalism.
40.7 Warwick University - Cllr Grant reported on another hate crime against international students

in the Canley area. On a more positive note the University had finished top for English against

international ratings.

4tlt7 Public participation
With standing orders suspended, Councillor Skinner from the City Council expressed his opinion

that it was only a matter of time before an international student was killed as a result of the
hate crimes. He also expressed concerns about the number of students riding bikes in the dark

without lights, and the regular abandonment of shopping trolleys full of empty bottles causing a

mess in residents' gardens.

Mary Webb reported that a phone number provided in the Bugle for accessing fire service

advice had been unmanned, and that new number was to be provided.

A discussion was held on the status of hedgerows along Hobb Lane and Red Lane.

RESOLVED: The Clerk to contact CPRE to ask them for advice on the protection of
hedgerows,

421t7 Red Lane Play Area
Following a discussion Councillors agreed to accept the quote from 4 Counties to maintain the
playground.

RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously agreed to accept the 4 Counties quote. The Clerk

will advise 4 Counties that they have been awarded the contract and arrange for works to
commence as soon as possible.

431L7 Broadband
Councillors were advised by the Chair that broadband access and strength was a matter of
concern for many residents and that this matter would be discussed at the Annual Parish

Meeting on the 28th April.



441L7 Annual Parish Meeting
A discussion was held on the format to be used for the forthcoming annual parish meeting and
possible speakers. Possible subjects to be covered include housing and the police and the Lea

Foundation who offer grants to under-25s in rural locations.
RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to the provision of cheese and wine and instructed the

Clerk to circulate an agenda prior to the meeting.

45117 Housing
45.1 Coventry Local Plan

Councillor Skinner advised that that the Plan had been accepted by the City Council, with a few
amendments and a six week consultation process had commenced, which ends on 28th April.
He reported that the traffic implications for Burton Green remained a concern and that the
local Cromwell Lane Residents Group was appealing the Plan to the housing minister. He

reported that significant additional parking was planned for Tile Hill station and advised of
proposals to put double yellow lines all the way along Cromwell Lane. He concluded that the
population in the City was "rocketing" and was unsure how this growth would be

accommodated in the next five to ten years. Councillors reported that the planned installation
of double decking for parking at the station could be done in a weekend and therefore any

disruption from this would be relatively limited.
45.2 Warwick Local Plan

Councillor Coker advised councillors that the lnspector had approved the plan with some

amendments, which were now out for consultation. The District Council will be unlikely to
dispute the amendments, which refer to the withdrawal of some developments, as they are

keen to have a Local Plan in place having waited for years. Cllr Watkin expressed concerns
about the implications for the school with an additional 425 houses at Westwood Heath and 90

on Burrow Hill. Such is the extent of the development a new school may be needed.

Cllr Coker advised councillors that the lnspector and not the District Council was responsible for
permitting the extent of development in Burton Green. He advised councillors of the
importance of establishing a Neighbourhood Plan and suggested it included cross boarder
consultation in order to deal with more strategic housing and transport matters.

On the issue of school places absorbing the additional population of children Cllr Whitehouse
advised that Sarah Mills at County would use the finalised Local Plan to assess this need. Cllr
Watkin advised that if children residing on the Westwood Heath development attended
Coventry schools the connection between this estate and Burton Green would be undermined
to the detriment of the village. The Chair voiced his opinion that the inspector has accepted
the need for overspill from Coventry but advised that the document on the website referring to
the Burrow Hill development is confusing. He pointed out mistakes in the Local Plan regarding
the lack of playing fields and parking for the new village hall.

45.3 SolihullLocalPlan
Discussion carried forward to the next meeting.

46117 - Burton Green Village and Neighbourhood Design Statement Steering Group
A wide ranging discussion was held on the next steps in developing the Neighbourhood Plan.

The Planning Department of Warwick District Council confirmed that the Parish Council has

permission to progress the Neighbourhood Plan providing the Plan refers to the area enclosed
by the original parish boundary. lt was unanimously agreed that this will be the area to which



the Plan will refer. Cllr. Watkin advised of the need to employ a consultant to support progress.

A grant of up to f9000 is available.
RESOLVED: The Clerk to contact Neil Eaton the Deputy Clerk at Kenilworth to establish

the process for applying for funding of the Neighbourhood Plan.

47117 Website
The Clerk reported on progress on the new website and Cllrs agreed to receive a presentation

by the designer at the next meeting.
RESOLVED: The Clerk to invite Amanda, the website designer, to the next meeting to

present the new website to the Parish Council'

481t7 HS2

Cllr Gibbs advised of the need to consider what the Council should be pressing for in respect of

HS2 funding. A meeting will be held at Jubilee House on the 31't March where this would be

made clearer.

Finance:491L7

49.1, d forRESOLVED: lt was resolved that the following accounts be approve

Creditor Purpose Total (€)

BerkswellScouts Fundins construction of a new Scout House 750.00

Paul Knight Salary March 2017 221.62

WCC Pension Fund Employer Contribution - March 2077 86.3s

WCC Pension Fund Employee Contribution - March 2017 21..49

Paul Knieht Refund of HMRC payment - March deduction 747.60

PaulKnight Expenses and office costs - February/March 99.75

Amanda Morris - Sunflower Website Development 170.00

49.2 To consider which insurance quote to approve
RESOLVED: Carried forward to the next meeting.

50lt7 Communications
50.1 Councillors considered renewing membership of the Campaign for the Protection of Rural

Ensland (CPRE).

RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously agreed to renew membership of CPRE and to pay

f35 as a membership gift.

5Ut7 Councillor's reports and items for future Agenda:

The Chair voiced his support of the forthcoming Mayday walk and advised that he would put

this out via Paddy's Loop.

Concerns were voiced about the lack of provision of a microphone for the meeting. On a show

of hands it was revealed that a number of residents were struggling to pick up much of the

conversation.
RESOLVED: The Clerk will request that access to the microphone be provided for future

meetings and that the battery be replaced if need be.

52117 Training: No report received - the Clerk asked Councillors to review the list of WALC training

events circulated.

5?lL7 Planning:



WlLTlOEAiE - Hillcroft, Red Lane, Burton Green, Kenilworth - construction of front and rear
dormer windows and front canopy - subject to the planning officer being satisfied that the
proposal does not contravene RAP2, and a satisfactory bat survey, no objection.

s4lL7 Date of
The next Parish Council would be held on Monday 24th April 2017 at 7.30pm at

public meeting closed at 9:30pm

(Chair)


