BURTON GREEN
PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES
of the Ordinary meeting held in Burton Green Village Hall, Red Lane at 7.45pm on
10*" February 2025.

Present: Councillors McColl (Chairman), Deeley, Gibbs, Larsen, Taylor and the Clerk (Helen du Bois).
Others present: Cllr Hales (WDC)
Public: Three

No.

1. Apologies for absence

Cllrs Marshall, Aizlewood and Webster sent apologies which were accepted. Cllr Hatton was
absent.
Cllr Cooke (WCC) sent apologies.

2. Declaration of Interests

None.

3. To approve the minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 20" January 2025

The minutes were approved and signed without amendment.

4. To consider any matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting that are not
included on the agenda

It was noted that the new bus shelter had been successfully installed without issue. The solar
powered defibrillator cabinet had also been relocated to the bus shelter plot and the
defibrillator had been donated to the Residents Association.

Community reports

5.1 County Councillor, Lapworth and West Kenilworth: Cllr Cooke
Cllr Cooke’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting, see Appendix A

5.2 District Councillors, Kenilworth Abbey and Arden: Cllr Hales, Cllr Aizlewood, Cllr
Armstrong
Cllr Aizlewood’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting, see Appendix A.

Cllr Hales confirmed that WCC’s application to Government to delay its 2025 elections and
form a single Warwickshire Unitary Authority was not successful; the elections will go ahead on
15t May 2025.

5.3 Community Summary Reports

University of Warwick

- Jamie Ormes, the University’s Community Partnerships Manager has been invited to attend
a future Council meeting.

Burton Green Primary School:
No update.
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Village Hall Committee:
- Warwickshire Wildlife Trust worked with volunteers to plant approx. 560 mixed hedgerow
whips at the grounds.

Residents Association:

- Thanks were expressed to the Council for organising the public meeting for the SWLP
Preferred Options consultation.

- Details of the VE day celebrations at the village hall were discussed including the lighting of
a beacon. Residents will be encouraged to hold street parties in front gardens with their
neighbours.

- The poor condition of the road surface on Red Lane near Broadwell Woods has been
reported to WCC.

Public participation

A member of the public commented:

- Thanks were expressed to the Council for requesting an extension from SMBC for the
deadline for comments on the Almshouses planning application.

- A querywas raised as to when the Council would hold a public meeting about the
Almshouses planning application. It was noted that this would be discussed at item 8.3

South Warwickshire Local Plan:

To receive an update from the SWLP working group and consider the feedback from the
public meeting

There had been approximately 50 attendees at the public meeting; it was agreed that the
meeting had been successful. Councillors expressed sincere thanks to Cllr Hales for his
participation in the meeting.

There was no update from the SWLP working group.

7.2

To confirm the next steps regarding the SWLP Preferred Options consultation

The SWLP working group are to meet on 17" February 2025.

It was agreed that the Council would review/approve the working group’s recommended
consultation comments at an extra Ordinary meeting to be held on Wednesday 26" February
2025.

Berkswell Charities’ Almshouses planning application:

To receive feedback from the Planning Consultant

8.2

Cllr McColl confirmed that Andrew Towlerton (Andrew Towlerton Associates) had been
instructed to support the Councilin providing comments for PL/2025/00092/PPFL, at a cost of
£500; Mr Towlerton had agreed to provide the Council with a draft response by 14.2.25.

To consider the costs for a Housing Needs Assessment from Warwickshire Rural
Community Council (WRCC)
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WRCC had confirmed that their fees for carrying out a Housing Needs Assessment (which
would include providing a printed survey pack for 900 households) would be £2000. Distribution
of the survey packs to households would be the Council’s responsibility.

It was agreed that there was no significant need for the assessment to be carried out at
present.

8.3 To confirm arrangements for the public meeting
It was agreed that members of the public would have the opportunity to speak to the Council re:
the Almshouses planning application (PL/2025/00092/PPFL) during the public participation
session of the extra Ordinary Council meeting to be held on 26" February 2025. This extra
meeting is being held to agree the Council’s comments on PL/2025/00092/PPFL and approve
the SWLP Working Group’s recommended comments for the SWLP Preferred Options
consultation.

9. To review and approve the following policies:
e Complaints Procedure
e Expenses Policy
e Sickness and Absence Policy
e Disciplinary Policy
e Grievance Policy
These were all approved and signed.
ACTION: The Clerk to update the website.

10. To receive the Finance Report and consider the invoices for payment

The Clerk presented the Finance Report, see Appendix B.

The Finance Report showed a general reserves balance of £16,816.37 on 4.2.25 and an
expected balance of £13,137.99 once all payments and internal transfers have been made. It
was noted that the Council would pay the invoice for GW Shelter Solutions using its reserves,
and a purchase order would be submitted to WCC for the agreed S106 funding (excluding VAT).

It was resolved to pay the following invoices immediately:

PAYEE DESCRIPTION TYPE AMOUNT*
1 Parker Webb Red Lane verge cut (bus shelter site) BACS £190.00
2 | WCC Pension Fund Employer contribution for HdB Jan 2025 BACS £394.19
3 | WCC Pension Fund Employee contribution for HdB Jan 2025 BACS £108.87
4 | KAIZLEWOOD Expenses: SWLP room booking BACS £30.00

5 | GW Shelter Solutions Red Lane bus shelter BACS £16156.80
6 | Inspired Touch Ltd SWLP leaflets BACS £75.00
7 H DU BOIS Office costs and expenses Jan/Feb 2025 BACS £122.52
8 | Burton Green Village Hall Room rental (13th & 20th Jan 25) BACS £65.00

Total £17142.38

ACTION: The Clerk to set up the payments for authorisation and also submit the S106
purchase order to WCC.
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11. Annual Parish Meeting 2025: to confirm the speakers

It was agreed to invite representatives from the following organisations to speak at the APM on
31" March 2025:

Burton Green Primary School

Village Hall Committee

Residents Association

-  BBV/HS2

ACTION: The Clerk to invite the speakers.

12. To consider the Council’s items for the next edition of The Bugle

It was agreed to provide a Chair’s Report and an update on the new bus shelter for The Bugle.
ACTION: Cllr McColl and the Clerk to submit articles by 20" February 2025.

13. To consider any HS2/BBV matters

Cllr Deeley explained that BBV can no longer keep the coping stones they have been storing on
behalf of the village since the old Cromwell Bridge was demolished. Some of the stones may be
moved to the village hall, but a new location must be found for the remainder.

14. To consider any road safety matters

Cllr McColl explained that a few residents (including Cllr Webster) had expressed interestin re-
starting the Burton Green Community Speed Watch group.

15. To consider any Housing and Development matters
None.

16. Correspondence/communications
None.

17. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda:
None.

18. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 26" February 2025 at Burton Green Village Hall.

Close

19. The meeting closed at 9:20pm.

Signed: Date:
Cllr McColl, Chairman
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APPENDIX A

REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Warwickshire County Council: CLLR COOKE February 2025

Encouraging love for reading during National Storytelling Week

During National Storytelling Week Warwickshire Schools Library Service (WSLS) is
celebrating the joy of reading and highlighting how stories can inspire children and young
people.

Reading for pleasure has many benefits — it helps children develop empathy, builds
connections with others, boosts wellbeing, and even improves academic success. Stories
allow young readers to step into different worlds, see life from other perspectives, and
recognise both the similarities and differences that make us unique.

However, fewer children are choosing to read for fun. A recent report from the National
Literacy Trust found that the number of children and young people who enjoy reading and
do so daily in their free time is continuing to fall. There are many reasons for this, including
anincrease in screen time, less frequent shared reading at home, and the misconception
that reading for pleasure is the same as school literacy work. But when reading is fun,
children naturally want to do more of it — and that’s when the magic happens! Please see
events in your local Warwickshire Library

Visit Kenilworth Library on 12 February to discover the power of storytelling with
Human Books

Warwickshire County Council’s libraries service is inviting you to enjoy a very different type
of storytelling experience at Kenilworth Library on Wednesday 12 February, 6-7:30pm.

Step into the remarkable world of Human Books, where stories come alive, and strangers
become storytellers.

Human Books are individuals who have volunteered to share their extraordinary life stories
with others, speaking their narratives in ways that can inspire, enlighten, or sometimes
challenge our own perspectives. In just 20-minute one-to-one conversations you can learn
about a stranger’s life, their journey, and lessons learnt along the way, embracing the
opportunity to enjoy listening to another human being and asking questions without
judgement.

The eventis open to readers aged 18 and above, with some 20-minute stories expected to
cover challenging experiences. Attendees will be encouraged to browse through the
available Human Book titles and blurbs carefully before selecting their preferred book.

To secure a free place at Kenilworth Library’s event and to find out more about each Human
Book, visit www.eventbrite.co.uk/cc/human-books-kenilworth-library-3899933.

Warwickshire Property and Development Group confirms new board member
Martin Yardley has been appointed as a non-executive director for Warwickshire Property &
Development Group (WPDG) as the organisation expands its board.
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WPDG was launched by Warwickshire County Councilin 2021 to realise the full potential of
the Council’s development sites, commercial buildings and mineral rights across
Warwickshire.

Mr Yardley is a former Deputy Chief Executive (Place) at Coventry City Council and was
once Chief Executive of Coventry and Warwickshire Local Enterprise Partnership.

A trained town planner, he joined Coventry City Council in 2007. During his 12-year stint at
the Council he served as active chief executive, from 2016 to 2017. Yardley now
spearheads the development of the University of Warwick’s Wellesbourne Campus and
has created a development strategy for the 466-acre innovation campus in order to
maximise its potential for the University and the wider Warwickshire region.

Dangers of Romance Fraud highlighted in Valentine’s Day campaign

Warwickshire County Council’s Community Safety Team and Safer Warwickshire partners
are sharing valuable advice to help protect people against it, with a social media campaign
providing information on spotting the signs of romance fraud and where to report it if you’ve
fallen victim.

Romance fraud happens when someone thinks that they have met the perfect partner
through an online dating website or app, but the other person is using a fake profile to form
a relationship with them. The fraudster will use the site or app to gain the victim’s trust and
ask them for money or enough personal information to steal their identity.

Warwickshire County Council and partners are encouraging residents to ask themselves
whether the person they’ve met online is really who they think they are, so they don’t fall
victim to romance fraud and stay safe online.

Romance fraudsters are masters of manipulation and will go to great lengths to create a
false reality in which an individual feels that they are making reasonable and rational
decisions. But there are steps people can take to protect themselves from being tricked by
the manipulative criminals who commit romance fraud.

The challenge for many families and friends of romance fraud victims is being able to
disrupt the false reality created, to enable the victim to see the situation for what it really is:
fraud.

Safer Internet Day: Young people encouraged to ask if it’s ‘too good to be true’ when
online

With Safer Internet Day taking place on Tuesday 11 February, young people in Warwickshire
are being encouraged to stay safe online.

This year’s theme is ‘Too good to be true?’, and Warwickshire County Council’s Community
Safety Team, in conjunction with Safer Warwickshire partners and Child Friendly
Warwickshire, have produced a short, animated film featuring the character ‘Safer Internet
Bear’ to encourage younger children to take care when on the internet.

‘Safer Internet Bear’ also encourages children to be kind and respectful when online and
suggests alternative, offline activities they could do instead.
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Itis hoped that schools, parents and carers will share the video with children and that it will
prompt discussions about the changes that young people would like to see to help protect
themselves online.

Residents and businesses in Warwickshire to benefit from state of the art mobile
coverage checker

The River Severn Partnership Advanced Wireless Innovation Region (RSPAWIR), of which
Warwickshire County Council is a member, partnered with Streetwave, who have
developed a web-based tool for residents and businesses, allowing them to enter a
postcode, and receive information on the best networks for their area.

The tool allows users to see results based on real data, collected locally by partners, and
enables them to make a more informed decision on their choice of mobile operator, as this
is a known point of interest for many residents in the local area. This is opposed to standard
mobile operator coverage maps, which are usually based on algorithms, and therefore may
not give the most accurate and up to date information.

To try the checker click on this link https://app.streetwave.co/coverage-checker/60

Warwick District Council: CLLR AIZLEWOOD February 2025

1. South Warwickshire Local Plan
The Public Consultation on the Preferred options is now open and runs until 7 March.

The describes a need to build over 50,000 new homes by 2050, in response to the national
“housing crisis”. Itincludes the identification of 36 emerging housing and employment
growth location options (12 potential new settlement and 24 strategic growth location options)
across south Warwickshire that, based on current evidence, are considered suitable growth
locations.

The proposals can be viewed following this link:
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/preferred-options.cfm

Responses are sought via a Portal and a series of directed questions, for which you need to
register:
https://southwarwickshire.oc2.uk/instructions

2. English Devolution White Paper

There is much discussion and speculation about the future of Warwick District Council
(WDC) and the potential for delayed elections to Warwickshire County Council (WCC) as a
result of government proposals.

Essentially two major structural changes are proposed.

Firstly, itis proposed to extend existing mayoral arrangements such that the whole country
will be covered by a patchwork quilt of elected mayoral “strategic Authorities” (such as the
West Midlands Combined Authority - WMCA). Areas not covered are asked to work out how
they can combine into an equivalent that includes Warwickshire.
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Secondly, itis proposed to abolish a tier of local government and form Unitary Authorities
that combine the functions of District / Metropolitan / County Councils. The aim of this is
to centralise services and to save money otherwise spent on local elections. Again, Local
authorities are asked to agree these arrangements amongst themselves.

It appears likely that WDC will be subsumed within a new Unitary Authority, by May 2027 or
May 2028. District-level elections will be abolished and non-essential services are likely to
be cut-back, to save costs and decisions on local services will be made at a more remote
level. There is no reference in the proposals to the future of Town and Parish Councils.

WCC has asked government to delay the May 2025 elections and has proposed that WCC
and its constituent District Councils join the WMCA (i.e. strategic Mayoral authority).

The Council met on 30 January to hear numerous external speakers and to debate the
situation. During the discussion it was clarified that there will be no locally-led
consultation about the proposals, it was a matter of “when” rather than “if” proposal would
move ahead and that these will be managed by (central) government.

It resolved to ask the Chief Executive and Leader, in conjunction with Stratford on Avon
District Council, to explore the potential options:

e Tojointhe WMCA as a constituent member

e Toform anew Solihull, Coventry, Warwickshire strategic authority

e Toform a new strategic authority with: Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and towns
along the M40/ Chiltern line corridor

e To form a new strategic authority with: Worcestershire, Herefordshire,
Gloucestershire and possibly Shropshire

The Council noted that whichever option it prefers, all have serious challenges, other
councils will have different views and the final decision rests with government.

Your councillors for Abbey and Arden are:
e Kyn Aizlewood - Kyn.aizlewood@warwickdc.gov.uk
e David Armstrong — David.armstrong@warwickdc.gov.uk
e Richard Hales — Richard.hales@warwickdc.gov.uk

Please feel free to contact us with any issues.
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APPENDIX B
This report was presented to the Council on 10" February 2025.
Balance of Unity Trust Current Account T1 as of 4/2/25: £16,816.37
Expected balance of Unity Trust Current Account T1 account after all payments: £13,137.99
Other accounts on 4/2/25:
Unity Trust Instant Access Account EARMARKED £47,909.06
Lloyds Treasurers Account GENERAL RESERVES £55.70
Lloyds Commercial Instant Access Account CIL £169,352.37
Interest received across all accounts between 1/4/24 - 31/1/25: £2585.24
Credits received to Current Account since 13/1/25:
DATE PAYEE DESCRIPTION TYPE AMOUNT
25.11.24 | Glasdon UK Ltd Refund for faulty bin BACS £185.90
Total £185.90
Payments from Current Account since 13/1/25:
DATE PAYEE DESCRIPTION TYPE AMOUNT*
23.1.25 | HMRC Tax & NIC (Oct, Nov & Dec 2024) DD £1328.50
31.1.25 | Unity Trust Bank Service Charge Jan 2025 DD £6.00
Total £1334.50
Payments from Current Account to be approved on 11/2/25:
PAYEE DESCRIPTION TYPE AMOUNT*
1 Parker Webb Red Lane verge cut (bus shelter site) BACS £190.00
2 | WCC Pension Fund Employer contribution for HdB Jan 2025 BACS £394.19
3 | WCC Pension Fund Employee contribution for HdB Jan 2025 BACS £108.87
4 K AIZLEWOOD Expenses: SWLP room booking BACS £30.00
5 | GW Shelter Solutions Red Lane bus shelter BACS £16156.80
6 Inspired Touch Ltd SWLP leaflets BACS £75.00
7 H DU BOIS Office costs and expenses Jan/Feb 2025 BACS £122.52
8 Burton Green Village Hall Room rental (13th & 20th Jan 25) BACS £65.00
Total £17142.38
*Statutory Power used for all payments: General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011
Internal Transfers to be approved on 13/1/25:
FROM TO DESCRIPTION TYPE AMOUNT*
1| Lloyds Commercial | Unity Current | Red Lane bus shelter (in lieu of S106 funds) TFR £13464.00
Total £13464.00
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2024/25 Expenditure vs Budget

2024-25
Budget To date
£ PAYMENTS
HW allowance/broadband £372.00 £337.00
HMRC £3,000.00 £3,649.22
Wages (Net) £18,800.00 £15,661.61
Pension costs (employer & employee) £6,100.00 £4,891.24
Payroll costs £165.84 £108.14
Office costs £550.00 £505.32
Travelexpenses (Clerk) £300.00 £209.97
Travelexpenses (Cllrs) £0.00 £0.00
Advertising £300.00 £205.00
Audit £870.00 £655.00
Banking charges £72.00 £59.40
Burrow Hill £0.00 £268.07
Biodiversity/Climate change grants £500.00 £30.39
Capital (equipment purchase) £0.00 £0.00
Chairman's Allowance £300.00 £41.69
ClLexpenditure £0.00 £9,235.57
Community grants/donations (s137) £5,000.00 £564.40
Defibrillator £0.00 £0.00
Election fees £0.00 £0.00
Grounds Maintenance £5,000.00 £4,325.00
HS2 £0.00 £0.00
Insurance £319.24 £339.06
Legal/professional fees £2,000.00 £0.00
Neighbourhood Plan £5,000.00 £80.00
Playground inspection/repairs £330.00 £257.87
Publications £0.00 £0.00
Room hire £548.00 £641.50
Speed Reduction Measures £50.00 £0.00
Subscriptions £1,137.00 £1,031.00
Training £350.00 £165.36
Unforeseen exp/misc. £200.00 £13,684.00
Website £100.00 £24.48
TOTAL EXPENDITURE exc VAT £51,364.08 £56,970.29
VAT £1,543.50 £4,874.23
TOTAL EXPENDITURE inc VAT £52,907.58 £61,844.52
£ RECEIPTS
Bank interest £3,000.00 £2,585.24
Precept £30,034.00 £30,034.00
VAT refund £2,280.00 £887.32
Community Infrastructure Levy £0.00 £26,504.89
Grants £0.00 £0.00
Miscellaneous £185.90 £185.90
TOTALINCOME| £35,499.90 £60,197.35
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